
Depth & Complexity
Framing Activities



Hi! I’m Lisa.

Thanks so much for downloading the Depth & Complexity Framing Activities Freebie! 

I love the Depth and Complexity framework, and Depth and Complexity frames are a go-to 
graphic organizer/activity to use with them.       

© Lisa Van Gemert, LLC

How to Create a Depth & Complexity Frame

1. Choose your frame format from Slides 3 - 8. 
2. Choose your topic, guiding question/idea, graph, map, or illustration. Put this in the 

center box.
3. Choose four Depth & Complexity Icons or emoji {Slide 9} that will work well for analysis 

of this topic, question or idea. You may wish to create different versions for different 
students. Copy and paste one in each of the four spaces surrounding the center box 
{for Slides 7 - 8, use the corner boxes}.

4. Create a question or task statement for each section to go with the selected prompt.  
Type those out in the text boxes provided. If your question or task statement is too 
long to type in the space, number the sections and type them in below the frame.

5. Type in any instructions you’d like to add.
6. Look at slides 10 – 13 if you need to review the elements, their meanings and common 

prompts.
7. Print and go! 

If you use these, I’d love for you to share what your students do with me. I’m on Instagram 
at @thegiftedguru & on Twitter at @gifted_guru. Or send me an email at
lisa@giftedguru.com.

Best Wishes!
Lisa, aka Gifted Guru
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Details

Big Idea

Language of the Discipline

Ethics

Rules

Patterns

Trends

Unanswered Questions

Multiple Perspectives

Change over Time

Across Disciplines

If you prefer to use the icons, here they are. Simply copy and paste them onto the frame.

I use emoji to represent the elements of Depth and Complexity.  You can use any that you like. 

Here are the ones I use. You can simply copy and paste them onto the frame.
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I’ve written specifically about using Depth and Complexity frames to teach 
vocabulary. No matter what you’re using them for, this article will help 

you establish some best practices.

Read the Article!
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Want video tips for vocabulary 
instruction? Join in on 

YouTube!



If you liked these printable frames, you’ll 
love the digital version of them!

Grab yours! 

Want tips for teaching? My 
GiftedGuru YouTube channel is 
where I share loads of ideas. 

There are even Mrs. Van’s English 
classes there! It’s a blast. 

More Resources and Helps!

Want to learn more about 
Depth and Complexity?

Get the book!
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Terms of Use

Thank you for downloading this resource! I’m Lisa Van Gemert, also known as the 
“Gifted Guru” (my name is hard to spell!). All of my materials are for personal use in 
your classroom. If you have other teachers who like what you’re using (yea!!!), 
additional licenses for paid resources are available at a significant discount.

By downloading this resource, you are agreeing that the contents are the property 
of  Lisa Van Gemert, aka The Gifted Guru and licensed to you only for 
classroom/personal use as a single user. I retain the copyright and reserve all rights 
to this product. 

YOU MAY: 

 Use items for your own classroom students, or your own personal use. 

 Post on a password-protected site for your own students’ use.

 Reference this product in blog posts, at seminars, professional development 
workshops, or other such venues PROVIDED there is both credit given to myself 
as the author and a link back to my TPT store or website is included in your 
post/presentation. You can use GiftedGuru.com or VocabularyLuau.com

 Distribute and make copies of free items only to other teachers PROVIDED there 
is credit given to Gifted Guru and a link back to my TPT store. 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Giftedguru

YOU MAY NOT: 

 Claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove/attempt to 
remove the copyright/watermarks. 

 Sell the files or combine them into another unit for sale/free. 

 Post this document for sale/free elsewhere on the internet (this includes Google 
Doc links on blogs and learning management platforms) except as described.

 Make copies of purchased items to share with others is strictly forbidden and is a 
violation of the Terms of Use, along with copyright law. 

 Obtain this product through any of the channels listed above.  

Thank you for abiding by universally accepted codes of professional ethics while 
using this product.

If you encounter an issue with your file, notice an error, or are in any way 
experiencing a problem, please contact me and I will be more than happy to help 
sort it out! You can email me at lisa@giftedguru.com.

Thank you  Lisa Van Gemert, aka Gifted Guru



I write about Gifted Ed at my website GiftedGuru.com, and I share strategies and 

ideas for vocabulary instruction at Vocabulary Luau.com.

Because I love to share stuff I make,  I also create resources for teachers that I 

share on Teachers Pay Teachers (there’s even some PD there!). 

It’s been so nice to meet you! I hope we can connect!

If you have any questions, feel free to email me at lisa@giftedguru.com.

ProTip: The 
email list is the 

way to know 
about (shhh) 

secret deals on 
everything!
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