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The Creativity 

Prescription

How can 
teachers 

and 
students 
feel like 

this?

CHEER! Humor 101: 
Basic Strategies

No  dog or  pony  necessary
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Idea #1: 

create a 

Timeline
of your year

NOT      
like this one

Here are 
some  
simple   
how-to’s

Step 1: make a 
list of what you 
will teach for 
the year           
(or semester).

Step 2: connect 
each item to a 
punny description, 
a theme, or a 
quote

Step 3:
add a great 
image 
(and use fun 
fonts)
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Step 4: print it 
out, laminate it, 
and hang it up 
on the wall

And now 
for some 
examples

STAGES  OF
C – E – L - L
DIVISION

He believed in the Green Light
The Great Gatsby

Easy as 1,2,3

Order in the Equation! 

(Order) of Operations 
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Grow, baby, grow: 
parts of a plant

Numeracy 
Class

Factors: 
What are you made of?

6

1 2 3 6

Space: 
The final frontier

When you wish upon a 
star, You’re a few 
million light years 
too late. 
that star is dead.

Love that Necklace: The Pearl The Ups and Dow ns of  

Plizzanet Earth: 

Landf orms
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To eat or 
not to eat: 
food webs

I SING THE BODY ELECTRIC: 
HUMAN BODY

YOU GOT GUTS:
DIGESTION

I’m Pythagoras & I’m 
here to solve your 
problems.

POETRY:
The dance of words

An’ they needed him 
at the Alamo
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I’m late, I’m late, for a 
very important date!

Telling Time

ALL ABOUT THEM
BENJAMINS.

COLORADO
OPPORTUNITY FUND

WE’RE THE GOVERNMENT, 
AND WE’RE HERE TO HELP.

FAFSA

computeR
Failure is not an 
option; it comes 
bundled with 

Windows.

INDEPENDENT:
DOING IT DIY
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How dy Par t ner !

Get in step

THE WATER CYCLE:    
You are drinking 

dinosaur pee.

Idea #2: Use Quotes & Comics

Mathematics is 
made of 50 percent 
formulas, 50 
percent proofs,  and 
50 percent 
imagination.

Sprite Vocabulary C hallenge

Idea #3: Tom Sawyer the Task
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Agree or Disagree:

"Humor and 
creativity are 
intimately related -
there is a 
connection 
between         
HAHA and AHA." 
- Joel Goodman

A sense of humor is part 
of the art of leadership, 
of getting along with people, of 
getting things done.
Dwight Eisenhower

Idea #4: 
Creative Calendars
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Idea #5: Concept Capsules
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Idea #6: Zentangle

Idea #7:                                        
Look at your environment

add signs & 
slogans

Is this all that’s on your desk??? get a mascot

This is mine. Yes, it’s 
a naked mole rat.
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Idea #8:  Use music

theme songs

Emily
Dickinson

Because I could not stop for death

He kindly stopped for me

The carriage held but just ourselves

And immortality

Idea #9: props
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CHEER!
Would you 
like to 
connect?


